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Hymnal 119, As with gladness, Verses 1,2,4,5  
            ©️ 1985 by The Church Pension Fund 
                                                                                                                                                     

1 As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright, 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led by thee.  

 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to thy lowly manger bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
him, whom heav’n and earth adore, 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek the mercy seat.  

 
Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

 

                                                                                                               Hymnal S-280 
                                                                                                                         
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 
the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated 
at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 

 
The Priest says: O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human na-
ture: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
(Please be seated.)

 

Thus says the Lord: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
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4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 
keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide.  

5 In the heav'nly country bright 
need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing 
alleluias to our King!  



proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O Lord, your people, 
the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; 
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the Lord. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord    
People:  Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand) 
 
 
Quam dilecta!  
 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
  The sparrow has found her a house 

 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

 my King and my God. 
Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 
  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

 whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
  They will climb from height to height, * 

 and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 



Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 
  Behold our defender, O God; * 
  and look upon the face of your Anointed.  
      

      Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  Holy Spirit,  
      As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. (Please be seated .) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease      
to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father       
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious           
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.  

Reader: The Word of the Lord.               
People: Thanks be to God. 

                                             Hymnal 118, Brightest and best, Verses 1,2,4 
                                        ©️ 1985 by The Church Pension Fund 

  
1 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.  
 
2 Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall. 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
maker and monarch and Savior of all.  
 

(Please stand) 
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, 2:41-52 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve 
years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of       
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When 
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the   
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my    
Father's house?" But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.                        
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favor secure. 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.  



                                                                                                        The Rev. Dr. Bill Lupfer 
 
A period of silence will be kept. 
 

p. 326 (Please stand) 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and   
invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down  
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and 
he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins; and I look for the  resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
We pray for members of our Christ Church Family, and for the special needs of those who are ill or in  
need of your healing touch. We pray especially this day for the family of Don Davis, for Lexi, for Mercina,  
for Chuck Hartley, Cecile Harrison Neumann, Terry Edwards, Deidre Smith, Carolyn Ogbourn, Mindi,  
Bayard Sheldon, Doug Teegarden, Nancy Sweet, Don Bird, and for Julia Munson. We pray for Scott,  
Mindy, Madeleine, Chris, and Jim, for Loren and Mary Ryerson and the extended Ryerson family, for  
Philip, for Susan and Mickey, for Tony Welgos, for Marilyn, Jan, and for Keith. We pray for the continued  
development of little Otto.  
 
Let us pray, in silence or aloud, for our own needs and those of others.  
 
Presider: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" 
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, 
where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.  
 



All stand.   
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 

 
                            We Three Kings, Arr. Heather Sorenson   
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                                                     Hymnal 380 vs. 4, Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 ©️ 1985 by The Church Pension Fund  

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; / Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

(The people remain standing)  
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                    
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Presider proceeds:  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…etc. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels  
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory  
of your Name: 

               Tune: Land of Rest 
                                                                                                                                                  
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
     Hosanna in the highest.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 
(The people stand or kneel.) 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself…etc. Therefore we proclaim the  
mystery of faith:  
Christ has died.    
Christ is risen.      
Christ will come again. 
The Presider continues: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father…etc. …All this we ask 
through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.   [The great AMEN is said as a loud acclamation]. 

(Please stand)  
Presider:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  



The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then the following is said:  
Presider: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

After the Invitation, members of the congregation will be invited to come pick up the blessed elements, one per person, at 
the altar rail. Please come up the center aisle and return to your seat via the outside aisle. After everyone has  
returned to their seats we will all receive communion together. 

Peace, by Joel Raney   
                              ©️ 2021 Hope Publishing Company   

, p. 365 
 
Presider and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and   singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

Hymnal 135, Songs of thankfulness and praise  
                                                                                     ©️ 1985 by The Church Pension Fund 

1. Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 
manifested by the star 
to the sages from afar; 
branch of royal David's stem 
in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.  
 
2. Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
and at Cana, wedding-guest, 
in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, 
changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.  
 
Presider: Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works, and give glory to God.  
People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia.                                                                                               

              Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above, Arr. Dan Forrest  
                      ©️ 2005 SoundForth, a division of The Lorenz Corporation   
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3.  Manifest in making whole 
palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
manifest in valiant fight, 
quelling all the devil's might; 
manifest in gracious will, 
ever bringing good from ill; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest.  

4. Manifest on mountain height,  
shining in resplendent light, 
where disciples filled with awe  
thy transfigured glory saw. 
When from there thou leddest them 
steadfast to Jerusalem, 
Cross and Easter Day attest  
God in mas made manifest. 
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